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           Rear Admiral David Oliver, Jr., USN (Ret) to Receive 
                         Distinguished Submariner Award 
 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. -- The Naval Submarine League (NSL) announced today that it will honor former 
submariner RADM David Oliver, Jr., USN (Ret) with the organization’s 2024 Distinguished 
Submariner Award. Originally established in 1983 as the Submarine Hero Award, the annual award 
recognizes the personal contributions of submarine qualified individuals over his or her lifetime. 
  
David Oliver was born near Indianapolis and attended Ben Davis High School. He graduated from 
the United States Naval Academy and served during the Cold War aboard submarines in Charleston, 
Connecticut, Newport News, Pascagoula, San Diego, San Francisco and Seattle. 

 

After the normal junior submarine officer tours and four years in command of the USS Plunger (SSN 
595), Dave directed the operations of all the US and Allied submarines in the Pacific against the 
Soviet Union as the Commander of Submarine Group Seven in Yokosuka, Japan. This was followed 
by duty as Chief of Staff of the Seventh Fleet. Following selection for the rank of admiral he became 
responsible for plans and policy in the Pentagon. Dave was then assigned to train all the attack 
submarines on the West Coast (Commander, Submarine Group Five in San Diego) and facilitated 
filming The Hunt for Red October. He returned to the Pentagon to become responsible for planning 
for the Navy during the four transition years following the Cold War. In his final Navy tour, he served 
as the Principal Deputy for the civilian Secretary for Acquisition, Research and Logistics.  
 

After retiring, Dave worked at Westinghouse and Northrop Grumman. Soon he was appointed by 
President Clinton as the Principal Undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and 
Logistics. Some years later, President Bush appointed him as the Director of Management and 
Budget for the Coalition Forces in Iraq as well as the special advisor for the Iraqi Finance Minister.  
 

When he returned from Iraq, Dave believed it was critical to US interests to improve our international 
ties, and thus took a job for a decade as the Chief Operating Officer of much of Airbus’ United States 
organization.  
 

Dave was one of the founding members of the American College of National Security Leaders with 
the goal of improving the dialogue between political officials and retired admirals, generals and 
ambassadors.  
 

Dave is the published author of Making it in Washington, as well as two novels and three other 
leadership books, Lead On, Against the Tide, Admiral Rickover’s Leadership Principles and the Rise 
of the Nuclear Navy, and Navy Admiral’s Bronze Rules: Managing Risk and Leadership.  
 

In his latest book, American Defense Reform, co-authored with Anand Toprani, Dave and Anand 
show that change can only come from a collaborative effort between civilians, the military, and 
industry, each making vital contributions. The book provides insights and practical recommendations 
essential to reforming national defense to meet future demands. 
 

RADM David Oliver, Jr., USN (Ret) will be recognized for this award on Nov. 14, 2024, at the Naval 
Submarine League Annual Symposium and Industry Update in Arlington, Va. 
 
 

Founded in 1982, the Naval Submarine League (NSL) is a non-profit membership organization 
dedicated to promoting awareness of the importance of the undersea to U.S. national security. NSL 
membership is open to all U.S. citizens.  
 
For information contact outreach@navalsubleague.org
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High resolution imagery is available upon request. 
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