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The Naval Submarine League 
VADM Charles Momsen Innovation Award 

for Submarine Professional Excellence 
 

*Nomination documents are due by July 31, 2025. 
Please submit to execdirector@navalsubleague.org 
 

AWARD OBJECTIVE 

This award recognizes submarine Sailors (Officer and Enlisted) and industry partners for significant 

contributions that directly contribute to introducing new innovations and advancing submarine force 

priorities in areas such as Robotics Autonomous Systems, Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, Advanced 

Manufacturing, Acoustics Technologies, and Cross Domain Command and Control Systems.  

 

AWARD CRITERIA 

1. Two awards will be presented annually: 

a. One to a Navy or Naval Reserve service member (per COMSUBLANT/COMSUBPAC 

INSTRUCTION 1650), Lieutenant Commander or junior.  All enlisted personnel are eligible. 

b. One award to a civilian industry individual. 

 

AWARD ELIGIBILITY 

1. Nominated military individuals (Active and Reserve) must be serving on or recently served on a 

submarine, other submersible or maintenance facility during the nomination period. 

2. Nominated individuals (all categories) must have developed or completed tangible contribution(s) to the 

submarine force that directly reflects and/or advances the submarine force priorities in one or more 

areas such as: 

a. Robotic autonomous systems capable of delivering various effects. 

b. Advanced Manufacturing Capabilities. 

c. Artificial Intelligence/Machine Learning. 

d. Acoustic Technologies 

e. Cross-Domain Command and Control Systems and Interfaces. 

 

AWARD NOMINATION 

Each award nomination must identify the individual, their organization and provide a Point of Contact and 

their contact information who can answer any questions about the nomination.  The nomination must be 

submitted with no more than 3 pages of justification.  No additional attachments will be evaluated.   

• By 31 July 2025 candidate nominations will be forwarded to the national review committee. 

• The NSL Nominating Committee is responsible for selection of the awardees. 

• By 15 August 2025, the committee will review all eligible submissions and determine the top 5 

awardees based on the award criteria. 

 

AWARD RECOGNITION 

1. Plaque properly inscribed. 

2. Certificate signed by the Chairman of the Board of the Naval Submarine League and the Commander, 

Submarine Forces. 
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